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Mobile Food Units
Authorities

• Houston Code of Ordinances Chapter 20-37(a) 

• Any person desiring to operate one or more mobile food units in the city other than restricted 

operations mobile food units shall obtain an individual medallion for each…

• Mobile Food Unit Medallion – Houston Permitting Center

• Approved by HHD through HPC. HFD has minimal oversight (LP gas)

• Life Safety Bureau Standard #10, sections 11.2-11.17

• Can be provided to council upon request
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Mobile Food Units
HFD Purview
Rule
“Standby Personnel shall be required for all events where there are in use four (4) or 
more LP-gas cooking appliances, including mobile food preparation vehicles.

Exception
1. There are no more than four (4) appliances in use at the event, and the

appliances are of the approved, portable type that uses non-refillable
canisters. (For food preparation inside a building or structure, see Section
6103.2.1.7 of the Fire Code.)

2. The appliances used are mobile food units that meet the requirements of 
Appendix E of this standard.

The jurisdiction shall provide the standby personnel upon application and payment of 
fees specified in the Fire Code, and the standby personnel assigned shall be in uniform 
and shall remain on duty during the times such places are open to the public or when 
such activity is being conducted.
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Mobile Food Units
Inspections & Complaints

• Inspections performed during 

permitting process

• Enforcement is complaint-based

• 100 Inspectors across multiple shifts

• MFU complaints are not overwhelming

• No way to track MFU locations outside 

of special events

• Many complaints are competing MFUs
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Mobile Food Units
Districts of Limitation (Downtown/TMC)

10.3.7 Container Size – DOL No. 1 and No. 2.
The maximum single LP-gas container size allowed within DOL No. 1 and No. 2 will be
limited to a 60-lb container. Two 30-lb containers may be manifolded when 
equipment is approved in advance and in compliance with Section 10.3.4 above. When 
the project need is such that a greater amount of LP-gas is required for a specific 
appliance, 100-lb containers may be used when approved in advance.

10.3.8 Container Size Outside DOL No. 1.
The maximum single LP-gas container size allowed outside DOL No. 1 may be a 100-lb
container when approved in advance. The approval will be conditional, based on the
projected need of gas for specific appliances and/or the presence of Standby 
Personnel.
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Mobile Food Units
Compliance Challenges

• Chief complaint –abandoned 

propane bottles

• Confiscation not feasible

• If multiple MFUs create a violation, 

who receives the ticket?

• Data management – all complaints 

must be searched via address
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Mobile Food Units
Final Thoughts

• Complaints are manageable

• Low accountability of property owners for food truck parks

• More clear prohibitions on MFU density for daily operations


