NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

November 4, 2022
City of Houston, 

Housing and Community Development Department (HCDD)
2100 Travis St., 9th floor
Houston, TX 77002
(832) 394-6183/(832)394-6056
These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by the Eternal Gandhi Museum Houston, Inc. (EGMH) using Congressionally designated Community Project Funding.
REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about November 22, 2022, on behalf of EGMH, the City of Houston’s Housing and Community Development Department will submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), for the release of Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022, (P.L. 117-103) (the Act), Congress made available “grants for the Economic Development Initiative for the purposes of Community Project Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending”, for a project known as Eternal Gandhi Museum Houston (EGMH).  These Community Project Funding (CPF) awards are administered by HUD.
Project Location: 12379 Riceville School Rd, Houston, Texas 77031.
Project description: This project, Eternal Gandhi Museum Houston (EGMH) entails the completion of construction for an existing museum building utilizing A special grant of federal Community Project Funds (CPF) earmarked by Congressman Al Green.  This review has been prepared to determine if any prior adverse environmental impacts occurred due to development that has taken place already, in addition to any potential impacts of future development.  

The property is located at 12379 Riceville School Road, Houston, TX 77071.  The existing museum building is on an approximately 3.05 acres (132,780 sq. ft.) parcel of previously undeveloped land located on the northeast side of South Sam Houston Parkway West and southeast of Riceville School Road. The site is currently developed with an existing museum building and parking lot area.  The museum is undergoing completion of construction and is seeking additional funds through federal sources to make the project viable.  The mission of EGMH is to cultivate universal values of truth, nonviolence, love, peace and service through education and community dialogue and to encourage visitors to embrace these values in their own lives to resolve conflicts nonviolently. EGMH will be the first-of-its kind Museum in North America dedicated to addressing the complex social issues of violence, discrimination, social inequity, and racial injustice.
The City of Houston has classified the project as an Environmental Assessment (24 CFR 58.36,

subpart E) subject to laws and authorities at 24 CFR 58.5, 24 CFR 58.6, National Environmental

Policy Act (NEPA) analysis, and the additional EA Factors discussed by HUD.
Funding Information

EGMH will utilize the following funding described below: 
	Grant Number
	HUD Program
	Uses
	Funding Amount

	B-22-CP-TX-0859
	Community Project Fund (CPF)
	Construction Cost
	$3,000,000.00


Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: $3,000,000.00
Estimated Total Project Cost (HUD and non-HUD funds) [24 CFR 58.32(d)]: $13,000,000.00 ($3,000,000.00 HUD funds, $10,000,000.00 non-HUD funds)
This project proposes to use the following funding, including:

$1,500,000.00...................................Museum Design and Build-Community Project Fund (CPF)
$1,500,000.00..........................................Museum Construction-Community Project Fund (CPF)
$2,750,000.00............................................................................Museum Design and Build-Donor
$3,000,000.00...................................................................................Museum Construction-Donor

$3,000,000.00....................................................................................................Endowment-Donor

$1,25,000.00.................................................................................................................Land-Donor
$10,000,000.00...........................................................................................Charitable contributions
$13,000,000.00…...……...…………...……………………….…….………...…………. TOTAL
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The City of Houston has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR). The ERR will be made available to the public for review either electronically or by U.S. mail. Please submit your request by U.S. mail to P.O. Box 1562, Houston, TX 77251-1562 or 2100 Travis St., 9th Floor, Houston, TX 77002 or by email to hcdenvironmental@houstontx.gov. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the City of Houston, Housing and Community Development Department, ATTN: Environmental Review Officer, 2100 Travis, 9th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 or by email to hcdenvironmental@houstontx.gov. The ERR can be accessed online at the following website https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/environmental-review-records/.  All comments received by the close of business on November 21, 2022 will be considered by the City of Houston prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds. Commenters should specify which part of this Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

On behalf of CPF award recipient EGMH, the City of Houston certifies to HUD that Sylvester Turner, in his capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.  HUD's approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the City of Houston to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and the City of Houston certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Houston; (b) the City of Houston has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of Community Planning and Development (CPD), 1331 Lamar Street, Suite 550, Houston, Texas 77010 or by phone at (713) 718-3199, or e-mail at CPD_COVID-19OEE-HOS@hud.gov (environmental), CPD_GeneralCorr-HOS@hud.gov; (general). Official correspondence should be addressed to Stacia L. Johnson, Director of Community Planning and Development.   Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.
Sylvester Turner, Mayor 

City of Houston
